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Th e Charles Stree t dam, pic tured here in a stage d portrait of village

no tables, is the key to und ers tandi ng the early histo ry of the village of

Eri n. It was on thi s si te in 1826 that Hen ry Tro ut bui lt a dam and

sawmill on the west bra nch of the Cre dit Riv er.

Th ree years later, after one destru ctive fire and ind iff erent ownersh ip,

th e prop erty chang ed hands for the not incon siderable sum of $700.

Th e ne wly minte d propri eto r, eight een-year-ol d Scotti sh emigrant

Da nie l McMi l lan, together with his two bro thers Hug h and Charl es,

unders tood compl ete ly that control of water and milling rights was

one sure business model for success in pioneer Upp er Canada.

In an age long before modern machi ner y, the McMillan s re lie d on their

backs and hands to do the heavy work of reb uildi ng the saw mill and

ad ding a new gri st mi l l. Later the y wo uld con stru ct a second dam and

two add itional mill s furth er upstream near Chu rch Stree t. The

energy and ent erpri se of Dan iel McMillan wou ld soon disti nguish

Eri n’s leadi ng citizen, desti ned for immor tal ity as the subj ect of the

poet Ale xander McL ach lan’s eulog y ‘A Backw ood s Hero’. But there

wa s genius in the man as wel l. A clo se inspection of the Charl es Stree t

dam reveal s an iro n grate across the ent rance to a millra ce headed east

towa rds Mai n St ree t. Just what was Dan iel ’s int ent?
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As we wander south along the cou rse of the West Cre dit , no t ice its

ve locity as the river bends and cro sses und er Mai n St ree t. Just over the

bridge we pass the Erin Cenot aph, a sob er rem ind er of sacri fices mad e

on distant battl efie lds. Almost certainly the two doz en lad s wh ose

names are inscrib ed on the monu ment wad ed, fish ed and swa m in

ne arb y waters . J. D. Gear was one. R. McL ach lan, ano ther.

Th ree Union Stree t. Devon shi re Hou se sits on a  two -hu ndred-acre

pa rce l of Crow n land purchased by Dan iel McMillan fro m Abra ham

Ne lles of Gri msby in 1836. Dan iel later sol d half of it to his bro ther

Charles who bui lt thi s impressive bri ck resid ence in 1856 to und ers core

hi s elevated social stand ing in the village. Fiv e ye ars later Alfred Hood ,

ow ner of a local general sto re, bought the house and the one -acre lot it

now occ upies. Notice the beaut ifu l ly pro por t ioned fro nt add ition

with its ornate fre two rk. The pro perty is current ly ow ned by Aud rey

and Jim Devon shi re who opera te a bed and bre a kfa st.

As we return to Mai n St ree t we pass 2 Un ion Stree t, ano ther of Eri n’s

earl iest bri ck homes . No te the datesto ne, the lance t wind ows at the

front of the medieval box-hall and the picke t fence, which cleverly

echo es desig n elements fro m th e ho use. Cro ss Mai n St ree t and pau se

to read the Herit age Ministr y plaq ue besid e th e bridge. Notice that the

river dro ps sharply yet again and curls abr uptly nor thw ard .
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Mu ndell Lumber, 51Ma in Stree t. Look back across Mai n St ree t to the

Charles Stree t dam. The millra ce we notice d earl ier burro ws und er

th e st ree t and hardw are sto re tow ard s a three -storey, gre y frame

bu ild ing which was bui lt, in 1838, by Dan iel McMillan as an oat mill.

Th e water in the flume develop s an amazi ng thi rty horsep ower as it

drop s se ven metres fro m th e dam to the waterwhe e l. Few mill s in

Ontari o were sited as cle verly to take adv ant age of local top ography.

McMi l lan’s oat mill passed through the hands of Wm. Corno ck and

Henr y McNa ughto n befo re Benjami n Mu ndell boug ht it in 1896.

Mu ndell converted the facility to a plani ng mill, which compl ement ed

perfec tly his ski l ls as both carpent er and contrac tor. Benjami n’s son

Da vid took possession in 1918 on his return fro m service overs eas.

Da vid ’s eld est son Bill joi ned the firm at the clo se of the Second World

Wa r, and Bill ’s you nger bro ther Jim sig ned on in 1952.

In sid e th e mi l l a horiz ont al water whe e l driv es a line-shaf ting sys tem of

pu l leys and belts to pow er a wealth of int ricate woodwo rki ng

mach ines. Only once in the mill ’s histo ry was the flow of water halted ,

and that was to remov e an ent erpri sing beaver which had taken up

resid ence in 1982. Thi s classic nineteent h-centu ry indu strial sys tem

co uld sti l l be seen in opera tion as recently as 1990. The business is

currently owned by Benjami n Mu ndell ’s gre at-g randson, Dana.
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Often the second indu stry to be est abl ish ed in a nineteent h-centu ry

mi l l town wou ld be a disti l ler y, and Erin was no exce ption to the norm.

Wm Corno ck bui lt a disti l ler y in 1838 at the back of what is now 57

Ma in Stree t (Mundell ’s Window, Door and Bath). Often the tai lings

from gra in del ivere d fo r mi l ling but unsuitabl e fo r flo ur cou ld be used

to pro duce the ‘ch eap whi sky ’ co mmo n in southern Ont ari o unti l

di scriminat ing tastes chang ed dri nki ng hab its in the 1870s. A jug of

Co rno ck’s plon k re tai led at twenty-five cents , and a keg for one dol lar.

Al l Sa ints Ang lica n Church, 81Ma in Stree t. After nearl y twenty years

of inf req uent ser v ice fro m trav elling missionaries, the Ang lica ns in

Eri n were finally abl e to con stru ct a permanent bui ldi ng on thi s si te in

th e ye ar of Con fed era tion, 1867. The afo rementioned Wm Corno ck,

bu sinessman, pol itician and devout Ang lica n, had clo sed his disti l ler y

in 1860. Corno ck off ere d a pie ce of his land for use by the congregat ion

in return for a nom inal five shi l lings. The chu rch is bui lt in the Gothic

Re viv al style, set appro priately back fro m th e bu stl e of com merce on

Ma in Stree t. The bel l tower, added in 1910, was used not only to

an nou nce Sunday ser v ice but also to sou nd the village fire alarm.

Th e bu ild ing to the right of the chu rch (77 Ma in Stree t) was once the

st abl e fo r th e Queen’s Hotel, direc tly opp osi te, which burne d in 1913.
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McMi l lan’s Gri st Mi l l, 93 Ma in Stree t (rear). The three -storey, dirt

ye llow sto ne bui ldi ng to be fou nd beh ind Bud son Farm & Feed

embodies both tri ump h and tra gedy. In 1849 th e entreprene urial

Da nie l McMi l lan began con stru ction of his fifth, last and lar gest mill

to ser v ice an incre ased demand for flour in Bri tai n and to exploi t a

favo ura ble tariff for whe at with the USA. He imp orted over a

hu ndred sto nema son s from his nat ive Sco tland to ere ct the wall s. And

he eng age d another hundred lab ourers to dig a lengthy millra ce fro m

th e up per, Chu rch Stree t dam, south along the east ban k of the river

behi nd the present-day Valu-Mart, abr uptly east where Deb ora h’s

Chocolates fill s a space betwe en two more sub stant ial stru ctu res at 98

and 102Ma in Stree t, thence und er a bri dge and on dow n to the mill.

Th e wo rk was wel l and speed ily compl ete d and the mill app eared set

to become Dan iel ’s cro wni ng business ach ievement. In the final day s

of con stru ction, how ever, McMillan pierc ed his hand, accid ent ally,

with a lar ge spl i nter. Unattended, the wou nd quick ly festere d,

gang rene took hol d and withi n th ree day s Eri n’s master bui lder of mill s

wo uld die an ago nizi ng death at the early age of thi rty-eight. Two years

later the ori ginal name of the village, MacMi l lan’s Mill s, wa s change d

to Eri nsv ille. Dan iel McMillan is int erred in Eri n Pi o neer Cemeter y.
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Scott’s Mai n St ree t St ation, 95 Ma in Stree t. Dan iel McMillan bui lt a

lavish home for his fam ily on thi s si te in 1846. William Chi sholm

boug ht the pro perty twenty years later and opene d th e Gl obe Hotel.

J. P. Bush opera ted the hote l in partnersh ip with William Willis at the

tu rn of the centu ry. A. J. Hor ton bought the bui ldi ng in 1915 and

mana ged it for thi rty years , even during the challenging business

cl i mate of the Tempera nce Act unt il the hote l final ly burne d in 1945.

Of the five gra nd pub lic hou ses that once gra ced Eri n’s stree ts, only the

Bu shol me Inn, current ly ow ned by Bill Mundell ’s son Dana, remain s.

Th e Gl obe, the Queen’s and the Station Hou se, uptow n on Lorne

St ree t, all burne d. The Clark Hou se (41Ma in Stree t) was demol ish ed,

and is now the site of the Liq uor Control Boa rd.

Eri n Fu l l Go spel Fel low ship (103 Ma in Stree t), to the lef t of the Globe

in the pho tograph, was bui lt by Dunca n McMi l lan in 1873 orig inally as

a Christian chu rch (Di scipl es of Christ). The congregat ion inclu d ed

many of the pioneers of the village who had met in a hal l ov er the Clark

Ho use drive she d (40 Ma in Stree t) before the present chu rch was

co mpl ete d. Annie Cook, a gra nddau ght er of Dan iel McMillan’s sister

Ja net , wa s a life member of the Chu rch of Christ Discipl es.



� 8 �

Scott’s Mai n St ree t St ation, 95 Ma in Stree t. Dan iel McMillan bui lt a

lavish home for his fam ily on thi s si te in 1846. William Chi sholm

boug ht the pro perty twenty years later and opene d th e Gl obe Hotel.

J. P. Bush opera ted the hote l in partnersh ip with William Willis at the

tu rn of the centu ry. A. J. Hor ton bought the bui ldi ng in 1915 and

mana ged it for thi rty years , even during the challenging business

cl i mate of the Tempera nce Act unt il the hote l final ly burne d in 1945.

Of the five gra nd pub lic hou ses that once gra ced Eri n’s stree ts, only the

Bu shol me Inn, current ly ow ned by Bill Mundell ’s son Dana, remain s.

Th e Gl obe, the Queen’s and the Station Hou se, uptow n on Lorne

St ree t, all burne d. The Clark Hou se (41Ma in Stree t) was demol ish ed,

and is now the site of the Liq uor Control Boa rd.

Eri n Fu l l Go spel Fel low ship (103 Ma in Stree t), to the lef t of the Globe

in the pho tograph, was bui lt by Dunca n McMi l lan in 1873 orig inally as

a Christian chu rch (Di scipl es of Christ). The congregat ion inclu d ed

many of the pioneers of the village who had met in a hal l ov er the Clark

Ho use drive she d (40 Ma in Stree t) before the present chu rch was

co mpl ete d. Annie Cook, a gra nddau ght er of Dan iel McMillan’s sister

Ja net , wa s a life member of the Chu rch of Christ Discipl es.

� 9 �

Th e Wesl eya n Me tho dists bui lt thi s church in 1870 at 115 Ma in Stree t

to replace an earlier octagonal concrete stru ctu re that had burne d. The

Wesl eya ns were one of fou rteen div ision s of Metho dism activ e in

Canada pri o r to the formation of the Metho dist Chu rch of Canada in

1874. Fol low ing chu rch union in 1925 th e Me tho dist Chu rch became

Eri n Un ite d Church.

Th e Ge ar Hou se, 119 Ma in Stree t. By 1900 many villages in

We llington Cou nty were lar ge eno ugh to att rac t th eir own doc tors. In

1905 Dr. Harry Gear com m issioned Ben Mundell and Wm. Gra ham

to con stru ct thi s hand some Edw ard ian-style man sion. Long a

prom inent Eri n land mark, the Gear Hou se featu res an octagonal

tower, limesto ne sill s, linte ls and accents and also beaut ifu l diamond-

pa ned , st ained-gla ss windows . Th e same two bui lders also

co llabora ted on the Gear drugsto re across the stre et at 116 Ma in Stree t

th e fo llowing year.

Th e two-storey carriage hou se at the rear of the Gear pro perty

sh eltered the doc tor ’s veh icl es, both horse -draw n and later

ga soline-powere d, uti liz ed for making his rou nds of hou se cal ls.

Pa tients seeking urgent assistance cou ld com municate direc tly with

th e do cto r with the aid of Eri n’s firs t priv ate int erc om – an aud io tub e

ru n n ing fro m th e front porch to Dr. Gear’s master bed room above.
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Co nti nui ng nor th, we cro ss Chu rch Stree t and arrive at 155 Ma in

St ree t. Thi s impressive red-bri ck bui ldi ng is the lar gest chu rch in the

village. On the fro nt wal l, fou r sp ire d butt resses topp ed with arrow

finials poi nt agg ressive ly skywa rd whi le guard ing three lar ge lance t

wind ows perhaps int end ed to cre ate a sen se of seren ity. Insid e, a high,

vaulte d cath edral cei ling reitera tes the arc hitec tural theme of gra nde ur.

Bu ilt in 1881 to replace an old er (1848) Union Chu rch, the new hou se

of wors hip was named to honou r th e Re verend Dr. Rob ert Burns of

Kn ox Chu rch, Toronto, who had playe d an imp ort ant part in sec uri ng

a permanent Presbyterian chu rch for Eri n Vi l lage.

If you wander to the yard beh ind the chu rch you will be surro und ed by

sturdy rub blestone wal ls. Old pho tographs reveal that siz eable drive

sh eds once sto o d th ere . In the present era we tend to for get that pri o r

to 1920 ho rses were pre tty much the mai n fo rm of rural tra nsp ort ation

and that the ani mal s had con stant need of food , water and she lter.

St and in the yard and ima gine the many parishioners arriving by

ca rriage on a Sunday and tetheri ng their horses and conve yances

under the vast roofs before attendi ng at ser v ice. And Burns was just

one of fou r church es on the Mai n St ree t, each with its own drive she d.

At the time of Chu rch Union in 1925, the congregat ion of Burns Pres-

by terian cho se to remain part of the Presbyterian Chu rch in Canada.
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Th e bu ild ing at 157 Ma in Stree t, immed iately to the north of Burns

Pr esbyterian, is current ly th e ho me of the former ree ve of the village

Ji m Mu ndell. At a glance the resid ence app ears to be a basic sto rey-

and-a -half, limesto ne blo ck stru ctu re partial ly hid d en beh ind by a

large cobblestone porch. But a clo se exami nat ion of old pho tographs

re veal s th e separate boys’ and girls’ ent rances featu red in fro nt of most

earl y Ontari o scho ols. And , in fac t, the ori ginal one -storey Eri n

village sch ool had been bui lt on thi s si te in 1856, at a time when there

were potential ly 159 scho ol-a ge chi ldren liv ing in the vicinity. One of

th eir first teach ers , a Mr George Leitc h, was hired for £100 per annum,

but wou ld later agree to teach for £90 if he were pro vid ed with a small

ho use and garden. Three -quarters of an acre were purchased

fo rthwith fro m th e estate of Dan iel McMillan and severed fro m

prop erty beh ind the Union (Bu rns Presbyterian) Chu rch.

A second sto rey (pic tured here) was added later to acco mmo date

Co nti nuation stu d ents, but already by the early 1920s the sch ool was

deemed too small to ser v ice the gro wing enrol lment , and a more

mo dern bui ldi ng was opene d no rth of Sco tch Stree t in 1923, on the

fa çade of which can sti l l be seen the tra ditional roman maj usc ules

desi gnati ng BOYS and GIRLS separate ent rances . Da vid Mundell

boug ht the ‘ol d’ sch ool hou se, remov ed the second sto rey and turne d it

into a private home sho rtly there a fter.
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Th e Bu shol me Inn, 156 Ma in Stree t. Set back fro m th e st ree t on a

genero us lot , th e Bu shol me Inn is a state ly examp le of village

arch ite ctu re with its red bri ck façade accent ed by sandsto ne quoin s,

linte ls and sill s. Bu ilt in 1886 as a hospi tal, tho ugh never used as such,

th e Bu shol me was owned by a succession of doc tors then converted to

a hotel in 1924 by A. J. Hor ton and named by Hor ton’s success or,

J. P. Bush. Pro spectiv e guests were inv ite d to inhale the pure air of an

‘i nvigo rat ing climate, 1350 fe et above sea level ’ wh ile visiti ng thi s mo st

‘homel ike hotel in Ont ari o’.

No t ice the stonework above the windows . Th e linte ls are seg mentally

arch ed with a central keystone, all resti ng on two corner blo cks . Mo re

than for ty examp les of thi s unusual window tre atment hav e been

di sco vered in Eri n, Hill sbu rgh and the surrou ndi ng tow nsh ip, but

no ne at all furth er afie ld. Res earch has est abl ish ed that all known

exampl es date fro m th e ye ars 1886 to 1900, and that the stone used was

sand stone fro m ne arb y Cred it Forks quarr y. So it wou ld app ear that

Eri n Vi l lage may hav e its own sig nature arc hitec tural featu re!

Th e Bu shol me site concl udes the walking por t ion of our tou r, tho ugh

some may also wish to hav e a look at Dan iel McMillan’s Chu rch Stree t

dam and the upper pond a sho rt blo ck to the west.
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Th e Eri n Ag ric ultural Socie ty was org anized in 1850, and present ed

its firs t Fa ll Fai r two years later. In 1865 a permanent site was fixe d in

Eri n Vi l lage in return for a ten-year lea se on fou r acres of land, a boa rd

fence surro und ing the pro perty and the con stru ction of an agric ultural

hall and dri l l sh ed, which were compl ete d in 1867.

Ad m ission to the Fai r wa s initial ly ten cents , but incre ased to twenty-

fiv e cents by 1896. In 1898 su fficient land to acco mmo date the hors e

ri ng, extend ing fro m th e orig inal lots 10 to 13 south to Centre Stree t,

wa s pu rchased for $300. In 1916 th e Fa ir was held on Thanksg iving

we e kend for the firs t ti me. In 1919 th e livestock exh ibi ts were opene d

to all comers, tho ugh the Hal l exhibi ts remained limited to resid ents

of Eri n To wnship exc lusiv ely.

In 1935 flo o d lights were installed in the hors e ri ng. In 1939 pens for

sh eep and swine were added, and showc ases int roduced to the Hal l. In

1942 a Reg ional Sho rth orn Show was added. By 1954, the

Ag ric ultural Col iseum boa ste d a dance floor on the second floor but

th e Ic e Pa lace was sub seq uently condemned and clo sed in 1976. A new

arena and com munity centre opene d two years later, at the

co nsid era ble cost of $725,000. The old Col iseum burne d in the winter

of 1994. The current Col iseum was reb uilt, on a more modest sca le,

and opene d in time to welco me visitors to the 1995Eri n Fa ll Fai r.
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St anley Park. In the northw est corner of the village, the West Cre dit

wa s diverted not for the com merce of milling, but to del iver fresh water

to two small man-made lakes for recre ational purposes. James and

Ma ry Long, ori ginal owners of the pro perty, named it Stanley Park in

memo ry of their infant son who had dro wne d in one of the lakes .

Earl y attrac tion s incl uded a merry-go-ro und pow ere d by a team of

he avy horses, which were also used in winter to hau l bl ocks of ice cut

from the lake for use by summer cottagers for ref rigerat ion. The two -

storey boath ouse, the rowboats and , of cou rse, the scullers hav e long

si nce disap peare d, yet the small lakes remain, tho ugh now shallow,

si lte d and clo gge d with water-l ilies . Bu t in the 1890s and for many

decades there a fter, Stanley Park was a recre ational mecca for tou rists

wh o arrive d by tra in at the nearby station and walked und er the

di sti nctiv e co b blestone and wooden arc hway to the park.

Fi ve Metho dist ministers col lab ora ted in est abl ish ing an ova l track for

bic ycl e ra cing at the park in 1889. Later the same tra ck was used for

ho rse racing and once featu red a foot race won by the famou s ru n ner

To m Long boat of the Six Nat ion s Reserve. Harry Austi n boug ht the

Pa rk in 1916 from his father-in-law, Isa ac Tee ter. Austi n bu ilt a new

ba llroom in 1922, and was soon booki ng the ini mitabl e ‘C orn huskers’

Orch est ra, as wel l as local musicians Bill Bush and Harry Gear.

Th rough the 1920s and early 1930s the dances on the 24th of May

we e kend were popu lar, as were Fal l Fa ir dances at Thanksg iving .
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Canadian Pacific Rai lway Station. The Cre dit Val ley Rai lway, the

th ird of ent reprene ur George Laidlaw ’s rai lway ventu res , pu she d west

from Toronto to Stree tsv ille then fol low ed the Cre dit Riv er Val ley

no rth to Ora nge ville. A secondary line bra nch ed at Cat ara ct Junction

towa rds a lei surely for ty-s even-ki lometre rambl e th rough Eri n,

Hi l lsburgh, Orton and Fergus before termi nat ing in Elora. The CVR

wa s al ready in serio us financial tro ubl e by the time it reach ed Eri n in

1879. By 1884 it had been abs orb ed int o th e Ontari o and Quebec

Railway, a hol ding compa ny control led by Canad ian Pacific.

In the 1912 ph oto abov e, a sec tion cre w and sup ervisor pos e in fro nt of

th e st ation, a  typica l CVR wood-f rame combi nat ion passeng er and

freight dep ot. Behi nd the stat ion you can see a sto rage she d and a grai n

elevator beyond. Beh ind the ele vator there was a ret ail coa l dealersh ip,

one of who se she ds is sti l l st and ing in 2007. The stat ion site can be

seen today by turni ng east fro m Ma in ont o Ro ss Stree t, then nor th

into the Elora-Catara ct Tra ilw ay pa rki ng lot .

Th e arriva l of the rai lway did facilit ate trav el to the outsid e wo rld , but

fo r th e village its elf the rai lway was more of a convenience than a

st imu lus for eco nom ic growth. Passeng er ser v ice was limited after the

Crash of 1929 and aba ndone d in 1958. The stat ion was demol ish ed in

1971, the last tra in lef t in 1987 and the rai ls were lif ted in 1988.
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Wh ere yonder ancient willow wee ps,

Th e fath er of the village sle eps;

Th o’ but of humbl e bi rth,

As rare a speci men was he,

Of Nature’s tru e nobi lity,

As ever tro d th e earth.

Th e bu sy head and hands are sti l l;

Quench ed the unconquerable will

Wh ich fought and tri ump hed here;

And tho’ he’s all unknown to fame,

Ye t gratef ul hearts sti l l bl ess his name,

And hol d hi s memo ry dear.


